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Global Connections: 
Iranian-Americans and Southern California
5:30 – 6 p.m. 	 Registration & Wine Reception
6 – 8:30 p.m. 	 Dinner & Dialogue

Introduction 
Kevin Cottrell
Executive Director, 
Southern California Leadership Network and 
Vice President of Leadership Programs, 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

The Modern Iranian-American Experience: 
Community Relations
Gina Nahai
Author & Lecturer, 
University of Southern California

Local Perspectives, Economic Connections & 
Global Policy Linkages Dialogue
Moderated by Gina Nahai with: 

Jimmy Delshad
Vice Mayor of Beverly Hills, (Local Governance)

Pari Esfandiari 
Writer, Irandokht, (New Media)

Dr. Eliz Sanasarian
USC Professor of Middle East Politics, (Global Policy Linkages)

Ebi Simhaee 
President, Crown Poly, (Entrepreneurship)

Sam Yebri 
President, 30 Years After, (Building Political & Civic Leaders)

We hope you will join us for future Global Connections events that will 
focus on the Chinese, Filipino, Russian, Thai and Vietnamese communities, 
among others.

Our next dinner will be in 2010 and will focus on the 
Mexican-American community of Southern California.  
More details to come!


