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Yomi Ademefun Beverly Hills, CA
Partner, ING Financial Partners

Yomi Ademefun is a financial advisor with ING Financial Partners, Inc. in Beverly Hills. Ademefun
graduated with honors from Westminster Business School in London, England, with a major in
finance. He was a chartered management accountant prior to relocating to Southern California in
2004. Ademefun is currently a member of the British American Business Council and the
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants of England.

Rosemary Ayala Redondo Beach, CA
Program Manager Il, Southern California Association of Governments

Rosemary Ayala is the program manager for the Federal Transportation Improvement Program
for the Southern California Association of Governments ( SCA G) in Los Ang
largest metropolitan planning organization. As program manager, Ayala has led the effort for 12
years to ensure transportation projects are implemented annually in the region. She also has five
years' experience working for the City of Pico Rivera. Ayala is an alumnus of California State
University, Los Angeles.

Susan Barilich Glendale, CA
President & CEO, Susan Barilich P.C.

Susan Barilich is an attorney and the owner of her law firm, Susan Barilich P.C. She has
practiced law for 28 years and has extensive experience with litigation, trials, and arbitrations
involving commercial, real estate, and construction disputes. Barilich received a B.A. in English
from Indiana University, and her J.D. from the University of Houston Law School. Barilich was
born and raised in the Midwest, in South Bend, Indiana, lived and practiced law in Texas for many
years after that, and recently re-located to the Los Angeles area and lives in Glendale.

Richard Burke Redondo Beach, CA
Vice President, URS Corporation

Richard Burke is an environmental planning expert and department manager with more than 30

years of experience in supervising programs. As URS”’ environment al pl
the Los Angeles basin, he oversees major projects for clients such as the Los Angeles County

Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the City of Los Angeles, and private industry. He has

experience managing projects for schools, refineries, treatment plants, superfund cleanups,

landfills, railroads, ports, mines, airports, highways, transit programs, and other developments.

Burke is a Certified Environmental Professional (CEP) with an M.S. in technology and public policy

from Washington University, Missouri, and a B.S. in interdepartmental studies from Stanford

University.
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Michele Burrus Los Angeles, CA
College Procurement Specialist, Los Angeles Community College District

Michele Burrus is a regional college procurement specialist for the Los Angeles Community
College District. Before joining the District, Burrus spent more than 20 years developing
expertise in the areas of buying, product development, marketing and contract negotiations
primarily in the travel industry. Those skill sets have greatly assisted her transition into the
higher education environrment and have ignited her desire .t
Burrus is currently working on her M.B.A. at the University of La Verne and is a 2009 graduate
of the Asilomar Leadership Network sponsored by the Community College League of California.

Brandy N. Chappell Etiwanda, CA
Planning and Council Deputy,
City of Los Angeles Council District Nine, Office of Councilmember Jan C. Perry

Brandy N. Chappell is a long-time resident of the Inland Empire. Currently, she works for L.A.
City Councilmember Jan C. Perry, as planning and council deputy, overseeing all items relative
to nighttime entertainment and hospitality land use permits, in addition to nuisance abatement.
Chappell is a graduate of California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, where she received
her B.A. in political science. She is also a graduate of the University of Southern California,
where she received her ma s t e rpubkc paligy, with an emphasis in urban and social policy.

Max Clark Santa Monica, CA
Managing Director, Phyber Communications, LLC

Max Clark is president and CEO of Creative Thought, Inc. and managing director of Phyber
Communications, LLC. The firms provide comprehensive technology solutions including
strategic planning, network architecture and security, IT management, datacenter, network and
voice services. Clients include Adconion, American Apparel, ARTISTdirect, Break Media,
DECA, Entrepreneur Media, and Snap.com. Clark previously held positions with USSearch.com
and eMind.com and has provided consulting services for First Federal Bank, KTLA Tribune
Broadcasting, Sunkist Growers, and The Beverly Hills Hotel. He is active in the community as
an Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America; executive board member of the Western Los
Angeles County Council, advancement committee chairman; and committee member of
Emerald Bay Development.

Diane Corral-Lopez Pasadena, CA
Executive Manager, Metro
DianeCorral-lLopez’ s interest in the community has

her career to public service. She has continually been involved in the public sector both
personally and professionally on diverse levels. Her employment, education and volunteer
activities have enhanced her knowledge and deepened her interest in furthering her
commitment. Corral-L o p ez has a ubliaamisistrdatis framrthe Pniversity of Southern
California and has been in public service for her entire career. She has held various positions with
L.A. County; Pasadena; and for 13 years with Metro, where she serves as executive manager in
administrative services.
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Alex Davis Los Angeles, CA
Dean, Economic Development & Workforce Education, Los Angeles City College

Alex Davis is currently the supervising dean for the office of economic development and
workforce education at Los Angeles City College where she oversees the promotion of
partnerships with the City and County of Los Angeles, business and industry, labor and
community-based organizations. Davis was selected by the U.S. Small Business Administration
to receive its 2008 Small Business Development Center Excellence and Innovation Award,
among other honors. Davis holds a B.S. in business administration from California State
University, Long Beach, an M.B.A. in marketing from the University of Phoenix, and is
scheduled to enter the doctor of education in organizational leadership program at California
State University, Dominguez Hills in Spring 2010.

Shawn Golhar Santa Monica, CA
Vice President, Barclays Capital

Shawn Golhar is a vice president in the Public Finance Group with Barclays Capital where he
provides financial expertise to the full range of public sector clients. He co-founded and serves
on the board for a private bioinformatics firm dedicated to developing a portable healthcare
detection system to identify pathogens, reduce healthcare costs, and save lives. Golhar also
serves as the chairman of the Board of IDIA, a US-based civics education non-profit, as well as
a co-founder and board member of Global PACT International, Inc., which hosts programs in
Europe, Asia, Africa, as well as Latin and South America. Golhar is the alumni vice president for
Rutgers College Class of 2001- an elected position with more than 3,000 constituents. Golhar
completed his B.A. in economics and political science at Rutgers University and the London
School of Economics and his master’'s in publ

Ron Goodman Anaheim, CA
PMO Manager, San Diego Gas & Electric

Ron Goodmaniscurrently the market devel opment m
Technol ogies Group. He is responsible for |
the areas of biofuels, zero-carbon natural gas generation and other project-based green
resources as they reach the stage of market ent
Sempra, he has held various staff and management positions in gas engineering, field
operations and information technology, managing a number of projects and staff groups. Prior
to joining Sempra, Goodman held engineering positions in the aerospace industry and at
Southwest Gas Corp. Goodman lives in Hermosa Beach and holds a B.S. in engineering from
California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo.

Donovan Green Los Angeles, CA
External Affairs Director, AT&T

Donovan Green has been with AT&T for 22 years and is currently the external affairs lead for
AT&T' s Los Angel es Li g h t-Meglia dndiativé: i AdditionallyQ isteénc
represents AT&T on legislative, community, philanthropic and business issues involving the City
of L.A. Green serves on several boards of directors for non-profit organizations, including the
University of Southern California’'s Black A
of Accounting Summer Leadership Advisory Board, Los Angeles Opportunities Industrialization
Center (OIC) and California Financial Resource Center. Green holds a B.A. in government
administration from the University of California, Riverside and an M.B.A. from the University of
Southern California.
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Robb Hagestad Manhattan Beach, CA
Principal/COO, Gear Venture Group, LLC

Robb Hagestad is a principal of Gear Venture Group, LLC, a consulting venture fund based in
Dallas, Texas. Hagestad recently relocated to Los Angeles to open the west coast office. He
has extensive experience in manufacturing, textiles, consumer products, automotive,
construction and business services. Hagestad earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist
University and his B.S. in Finance from Trinity University. He was a professor of economics for
the Art Institute of Dallas.

Margaux Helvey Los Angeles, CA
Director of Strate gi ¢ Partner ships, Downtown Wo me

Margaux Helvey is the Associate Director of the Society and Business Lab in the Marshall
School of Business at the University of Southern California. The Society and Business Lab is
dedicated to creating the next generation of enlightened and responsible business leaders and
is designed to bring the significant resources of the business school to global community needs
through education, projects, programming and research. Helvey has a unique dual degree in
business and social work (MBA/MSW) from the University of Southern California, which has
equipped her to facilitate strategic collaborations between corporate and community sectors.
Helvey received her B.A. from the University of Virginia.

Janice Hopkins Monterey Park, CA

Janice Hopkins is a home-grown Southern Californian with more than 25 years in the food and
beverage industry, accounting and finance area. She has a B.S. in business administration with
an emphasis in management and certification in process improvement. At Unified Grocers, she
is responsible for project and people management in the accounting operations area. Her
coinciding interests lie in being an involved aunt, friend, and mentor, traveling, exploring nature;
all with a great love for music and the arts, and a desire to infuse positive socially responsible
energy.

Anika Jackson Los Angeles, CA
President, Junior League of Los Angeles

A native of Lawrence, Kansas, Anika Jackson currently serves as President-elect of Junior
League of Los Angeles. Additionally, Jackson serves on the board of The Shakespeare Center
of Los Angeles as an at-large member of the executive committee chair of special events and
founder of Sweet William's Lawn Party, an annual fundraiser benefitting the programs of The
Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles. Previously, Jackson was a partner in Jackson Robles, a
full service, boutique marketing and public relations firm and a marketing and sales executive
for Future US, Inc. She is a graduate of the University of San Francisco and holds a B.S. in
public administration.

Stephen B. Johnson Thousand Oaks, CA
Commander, Los Angeles County Sheriffods
Stephen B. Johnson, isa 32-year veteran of the Los Angel
currently holding the rank of commander, assigned to Custody Operations Division.

Commander Johnson holds an M.S. in emergency services administration from California State
University, Long Beach; and a B.S. in criminal justice from California State University, Los
Angeles. He also possesses a State of California Lifetime Community College Instructor
Credential, and is a graduate of the POST Center for Leadership Development, Command
College Class #31.
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Isaac Kos-Read San Pedro, CA
Senior Director of Government Affairs, Port of Los Angeles

Isaac Kos-Read is the director of government affairs at the Port of Los Angeles, where he leads
the Port’'s intergovernment al advocacy by i
federal, and even transnational and international levels of government. Prior to joining the Port,
Kos-Read was a senior director with Townsend Public Affairs, Inc. where he served as the lead
advocate for the City of Oakland and al so t
California Commission for Jobs & Economic Growth in the planning and development of the
2006 business delegation visit to Mexico. A Southern California native, he graduated from
Stanford University with bachelor’
studied toward an M.B.A. from the Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Learning. Kos-
Read maintains an active political and community life in Oakland and Los Angeles, and is an
avid Cuban salsa dancer and instructor; and classical pianist.

Deborah Kurilchyk Tustin, CA
Manager Environmental Outreach, Southern California Edison

Deborah Kurilchyk manages environmental outreach activities for Southern California Edison.
Her previous public policy work has included an appointment to the U.S. Department of Energy
in Congressional Affairs, legislative staff on Capitol Hill, and corporate government relations.
Kurilchyk grew up in Orange County and graduated from UCSB, CSULB, USC, and UCI. She is
the immediate past president of Inside the Outdoors Foundation, founding president
professional women's chapter OC Performing
board, local support group leader for the National Trigeminal Neuralgia Association, and is
active in her parish.

Cris Liban, Ph.D. Los Angeles, CA
Environmental Compliance & Service Manager, Metro

Cris B. Liban, Ph.D., is the Environmental Compliance and Services Department manager at
Metro. He is a licensed professional engineer in California and has a doctorate in environmental
science and engineering from the University of California, Los Angeles. Liban actively
participates in numerous engineering and civic organizations and is currently a board member
of the Filipino American Services Group, Inc. He has published several peer-reviewed articles
and chapters of technical books on the environment. Liban has received several local and
national awards for engineering excellence in the field of environmental science and
engineering. He lives in Westchester with his wife and son.

Diane McLean Irvine, CA
Architect, Southern California Edison

Diane McLean is a registered architect in California and Nevada and a LEED® Accredited
Professional. Her architectural experience spans a broad range of building types, such as
hospitals, universities and civic centers. She is a leader in sustainable design practices and
encourages a collaborative, integrated design process. As architect for Southern California
Edi son’s New Construction Ser vianeexternaMaostomerato
design sustainable, energy efficient non-residential construction. McLean specializes in
daylighting design and advanced lighting technologies, and teaches classes on these topics at
Edi son’s Customer T e c hnoShe glso ménpged thec development of
technology reference materials, such as a 2009 award-winning televised video entitled
“Designing Green.” MclLean is an active memb
U.S. Green Building Council. She is a fourth generation Southern California native.
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Nicole Meggerson de Martinez Altadena, CA
Principal Administrative Analyst, Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California

Nicole Meggerson de Martinez is a principal administrative analyst for the Metropolitan Water
District. She is responsible for managing all construction-related business outreach activity and
facilitating business relationships between the regional/small/disabled veteran business
community and Metropolitan. Meggerson de Martinez currently sits on the board of the National
Association of Women in Construction San Gabriel Valley Chapter, and is an active member of
the Small Business Advisory Committee for the Port of Los Angeles. She received her B.S. in
business administration, finance and an M.S. in public administration from California State
University, Los Angeles.

Feroz Merchhiya Diamond Bar, CA
Senior Program Manager, LPL Financial

Feroz Merchhiya is a business and technology professional. He has 15 years of
experience in technology management working in industries such as high tech, banking and
finance. Merchhiya holds a B.S. and M.A. from University of Karachi and an M.B.A. from
National University. He is certified in the governance of Enterprise IT.

Jonathan Nadler Los Angeles, CA
Manager, Transportation Modeling, Air Quality & Conformity
Southern California Association of Governments

Nadler received a B.S. in environmental planning and management from the University of
California, Davis and an M.A. in urban planning from the University of California, Los
Angeles. Previously Nadler worked for the South Coast Air Quality Management District for 16
years, and joined SCAG in 2006. His current position is manager, transportation modeling, air
guality and conformity. Nadler has lived mainly in Venice since moving to Los Angeles in 1988,
but have recently moved to the Franklin Hills/Los Feliz neighborhood. He is also an avid
outdoors person and traveler.

Mitra Novin Long Beach, CA
California Government Relations Manager, The Boeing Company

Mitra Novin is manager of California government relations at the Boeing Company in Seal
Beach. Novin represents the company before state and local elected officials on legislative and
regulatory issues affecting the company as well as on federal procurement programs affecting
Boeing business interests. A native of Long Beach, Novin holds a B.S. in finance from California
State University, Long Beach and an M.B.A. from Loyola Marymount University. She is also a
graduate of Leadership Long Beach. Outside of the office, Novin is an avid Lakers fan and
loves to travel.

Jose Nuiez Los Angeles, CA
Planner, ExxonMobil Oil Corp., Exxon Mobil Oil Corp.

Jose Nufez currently serves as refinery scheduler for ExxonMobil's petroleum refinery in
Torrance, CA. As an executive, he is also responsible for piloting and introducing new and
more efficient technologies to the site. Prior to this, he served four years in the U.S. Army as
Captain, including two years in Iraqg. While in Iraq, he participated in civic leadership rebuilding
and infrastructure improvement initiatives. Nunez has a B.S. degree from the University of
California, Santa Barbara, and is currently working toward his M.S. in mechanical engineering.
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Kevin Ober Fontana, CA
Community Investor, The Boeing Company

Kevin Ober manages more than $1 million in Boeing health and human services corporate
charitable investments in California. Ober joined Rockwell International in 1984 and then Boeing
in 1996 after the Rockwell aerospace and defense businesses acquisition. Ober is a past
chairman of the Anaheim Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. He holds a B.A. in
communications/public relations from California State University, Fullerton, and a certificate in
Corporate Community Involvement from Boston College Center for Corporate Citizenship.

Derek Plymate Diamond Bar, CA
Captain, Chief Pervasive Space Technologies Integration,
U.S. Air Force, Space & Missile Systems Center

Captain Derek J. Plymate is responsible for coordinating and leading the Space Technology
Integration Councils across all space technology areas. Captain Plymate is originally from
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He enlisted in the Air Force in Mar 1995 as a munitions systems
specialist where he spent the next six years in a variety of positions. Captain Plymate earned a
B.S. from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University while on active duty in 2001 and was
commissioned the same year as a munitions and missile maintenance officer through Officer
Training School. He has held various munitions duty positions as well as a special duty
assignment as a command and control officer. He is married to the former Patricia Hosie from
Upland, California. They have one daughter, Allison, age 4.

Alex Pugh Los Angeles, CA
Senior Project Manager, Southern California Edison

Alexander Pugh works for the government affairs team at Southern California Edison, where he
serves as the primary local public affairs manager handling long-term transportation and goods
movement infrastructure projects. Most recently, he was senior public policy manager for the
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce. Prior to joining the Chamber in 2007, Pugh was a
fellow of the CORO Public Affairs Fellowship Program. During his fellowship, he worked for
Southern California Edison, L.A. Shares, and the LAUSD. Pugh has also worked for Global
Green USA and served as the campaign manager for a Santa Monica City Council candidate.
Pugh graduated from the University of California, Santa Cruz. In his off time he enjoys playing
roll er hockey, riding his motorcycle and ge
fabulous nightlife.

Cassie Shehadeh Monrovia, CA
Employment Program Representative, Employment Development Department

Cassie Shehadeh, employment program representative, has been with the Employment
Development Department for more than 15 years. Her role at EDD ranges from trainer to case
management. She is currently completing studies to obtain a certificate in Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages, (TESOL) through UCLA Extension.

Steve Sommers Pasadena, CA
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Pepperdine University Graziadio School of Business

Steve Sommers is the assistantvicechanc el | or f or Pepperdine Uni
Business and Management. He has an extensive background in fundraising from established
organizations such as City of Hope, World Vision and the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association. Previously, Sommers was a secondary school educator in various Los Angeles
schools, and most recently has been an adjunct professor in the undergraduate department of
philosophy and religion at Azusa Pacific University. Steve is married to Meredith McWatters, a
currentstudent in Graziadio' s Executive M. B.A. pr
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daughter.

Terry Stadheim West Hills, CA
Director Retail Support Services, Unified Grocers

Terry Stadheim is director of retail support services for Unified Grocers. He has 34 years of
grocery retail experience in management, advertising, marketing and procurement. Twenty of
those years were spent with Hughes Markets, a 58-store independent grocer in the Southern
California region. Stadheim is active with Olive Crest and has served as chairman for the Food
Marketing Institute Advertising and Marketing Conference. He continues to work with
Independent Grocers and loves to accept new challenges.

Karma Thomson Cypress, CA
Manager, Environment, Health & Safety, Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company

Karma Thomson serves at the environment, health and safety manager for Tesoro Refining &
Marketing Company. Thomson has more than 20 years of refining experience and has held a
variety of positions in operations, human resources, and capital projects. She holds a B.S. from
Utah State University in industrial hygiene/chemistry and an M.S. from the University of
Southern California in environmental engineering. She is a board member for the Friends of
Cabrillo Marine Aguarium located in San Pedro. Thomson is married and has a daughter who is
in her second year of college.

Hector Verdugo Los Angeles, CA
Chief Executive Assistant, Homeboy Industries

Hector Verdugo has been working at Homeboy Industries for more than three years. As a chief
executive assistant, Verdugo’'s duties inclu
security issues. Verdugo is also a part of a leadership group which meets with the non-p r o f i
founder and CEO, Father Gregory Boyle, to discuss day to day operations and/or current
challenges for Homeboy Industries.

Todd Walker Los Angeles, CA
Screen Writer/Director, La Gloria Productions, LLC

J. Todd Walker is a filmmaker, screenwriter, and professor living in Los Angeles. His prize-
winning work has been screened and broadcast both domestically and abroad, on PBS, the
Independent Film Channel, and via humerous foreign distribution channels. Walker has taught
filmmaking at Columbia University, Loyola-Marymount University, and Emerson College, among
other institutions. He is relatively new to the Los Angeles area, but is active in the Echo Park
community via the Echo Park Improvement Association, the Greater Echo Park Elysian
Neighborhood Council, and the Echo Park Chamber of Commerce.

Dana Weaver Altadena, CA
Human Resources Manager, Nestlé USA

Dana Weaver was raised in Southern California and received her B.A. in human biology with an
area of concentration in health care issues in developing nations and underdeveloped
populations from Stanford University. She began her career in human resources at Kaiser
Permanente and is currently a human resources manager with Nestlé USA, where she has
supported various divisions since joining the organization in 1997. She has also actively
participated in the Nestlé Very Best Volunteer Program. During her employment with Nestlé
USA, she earned her M.B.A. degree as well as a professional human resources
designation. She currently supports the Nestlé Diversity Program and other HR programs. She
lives in Altadena with her husband and son.
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Melissa Wyatt Los Angeles, CA
Executive Director, Foundation for Second Chances

Melissa Wyatt is the executive director and founder of Foundation for Second Chances, a
community-based organization that utilizes hands-on education, mentoring, health awareness
and community service to maximize the potential of youth. Wyatt has close to 10 years of non-
profit experience providing support to at-risk youth, their families and communities. A native of
California, Wyatt is a graduate of California State University, Bakersfield, where she majored in
psychology/biology with a minor in chemistry.

Ranjini Zucker Los Angeles, CA
Senior Contracts Administrator, Southern California Association of
Governments

Ranjini Zucker assumed the position of Senior Contracts Administrator at Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG) in July 2007. SCAG is the largest Metropolitan Planning
Organization in the country, covering six counties in Southern California. Prior to joining SCAG,
she held several management positions in the private sector. At her last executive management
position she was the Director of Audits for Sodexo USA and has more than 25 years of
experience in the defense and high-tech industries, working for Fortune 500 companies such as
Lockheed Martin and Northup Grumman. Her undergraduate degree is in business from East
Angelia Poly Technical University, Essex, England; master’ s usinesstadministration from
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio and she is a Certified Public Accountant.

#HH

The mission of the Southern California Leadership Network is to develop a productive network of exemplary and
diverse leaders in the business, government and community sectors who are capable of addressing the quality of life
issues facing the Southern California region. For more information, visit www.leadershipnetwork.org.
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