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Leadership Southern California Class of 2009  
 
Seminar 4 – Focus Inland Empire: The People, Places and Trends 
Friday, Feb. 20, 2009; Mission Inn Hotel 

7:30 – 8 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Networking 
 

8 – 8:10 a.m. Welcome, Announcements and Overview of the Day 
Kevin Cottrell, Executive Director, Southern California Leadership Network  
     and Vice President of Leadership Programs, L.A. Area Chamber  
 

8:10 – 8:50 a.m. The Inland Empire and its Importance to Southern California 
Brad Kemp, Director of Regional Research, Beacon Economics  
 

8:50 – 9 a.m. Break 

9 – 10 a.m. What is the Future Identity of the IE?  
Moderator Daniel Foster, President, The Community Foundation  

• Cathy Bechtel,  Project Delivery Director, Riverside County Transportation 
Commission 

• Steve PonTell,  Chief Executive Officer, California Capital Real Estate 
Services; President, La Jolla Institute and Strategic Consultant, Gensler 

• Karthick Ramakrishnan, Associate Professor of Political Science, University 
of California, Riverside  

 
10 – 10:10 a.m. Break 

 
10:10 – 11:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
11:40 - Noon 

Closing the Responsibility Gap 
Ira Jackson, Dean, Drucker School of Management, Claremont Graduate University 
 
Introduction to excursions/form groups - Kevin 
 

Noon – 1 p.m.  Lunch 
 

1 – 1:20 p.m. Travel to excursions 
1:20 – 2:20 p.m. Excursions: Looking at key issues in the Inland Empire   

• Redevelopment & Strategies for Downtown Revitalization – Downtown 
Riverside with Joel Belding, Downtown Redevelopment Project Manager, 
City of Riverside  

•    When the Bubble Bursts – Housing in the Inland Empire with Rose 
Mayes, Executive Director, Fair Housing Council and panelists 

• Rail in Southern California – Goods Movement and Trends with John 
Ready, Superintendent, Union Pacific Railroad Dispatch Center  

 
2:20 – 2:50 p.m. Travel back and break 
2:50 – 3:15 p.m. Report out on excursions 

3:15 – 4:15 p.m. Leader Connections - Kevin 
 
Announcements, debrief, and wrap up  
  

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. Leadership Fellows Mixer with Inland Empire Civic Leaders 
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