
 

 

 

Leadership Initiative: California Connections  
Wednesday, April 28 – Friday, April 30 

 

Wednesday, April 28 

4  p.m. Fellows check in at Westin San Francisco Market Street 

4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
5:15 – 5:30 p.m. 

Registration, Welcome, Self Introductions and Overview of Trip in the Olympic Room 

 Kevin Cottrell, Executive Director, Southern California Leadership Network and Vice 
President, Leadership Programs, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce  

 
Why We’re Here and Why This Matters to California 

 Gary Toebben, President & CEO, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce   
 

5:30 – 7 p.m. Discussion & Dinner in the Moscone Lounge  
Leading in California: Lessons from the Past and a Vision for the Future  

 Kimberly Freeman, Regional Director of Community Partnerships, Sempra Energy; SCLN 
Board Chair; and Leadership Southern California 2002 

 Hon. Willie L. Brown, Jr., Former San Francisco Mayor & Former Assembly Speaker 

 

Thursday, April 29 
 Focus on Bay Area Innovations 
 

7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
8:15 – 8:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

8:30 – 10 a.m. 

Group Convenes at Westin for Continental Breakfast & Discussion  
A Tale of Two Cities: Leadership Perspectives from Los Angeles and San Francisco & 
Thoughts on the Future of California 

 Michael Rubio, Supervisor, Fifth District, Kern County 

 Chief George Gascon, Chief of Police, San Francisco Police Department and  Leadership 
Southern California 1998  

 
Walk to SPUR (San Francisco Planning + Urban Research Association)  
Public Assembly Hall   
 

Regional Overview of the San Francisco Bay Area 

Moderated by Mark Calvey, Senior Reporter, San Francisco Business Times, with: 

 Joe D’Alessandro, President & CEO, San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau  

 

 Itinerary continued 



 

 

 

 Steve Falk, President & CEO, San Francisco Chamber of Commerce 

o Speakers will give an overview of the people, politics and economy of San Francisco, as well 
as discuss collaboration and regionalism in the Bay Area. 

10 – 10:15 a.m.  

 

10:15 a.m. - Noon 

Break 

 

Bay Area Innovations:  Transportation and Land Use 

Moderated by Samuel Garrison, Vice President of Public Policy, L.A. Area Chamber and 
Leadership Southern California 2008, with: 

 Maria Ayerdi-Kaplan, Executive Director, Transbay Joint Powers Authority  

 Rod Diridon, Executive Director, Mineta Transportation Institute, San Jose State University  

 Amy Neches, Senior Project Manager, San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

 Leah Shaum, Executive Director, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 

o Topics will include the concept of density, public access and re-use issues, as well as 
efficiency of public transportation, and high speed rail support 

Noon – 1 p.m. Lunch  

1 – 1:30  

 

1:30 – 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
2 - 3 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 – 3:15 p.m. 

 

3:15 – 3:30 p.m. 

 

Travel to University of California, San Francisco Mission Bay – Genentech Hall  

 

Bay Area Innovations:  Science, Technology, and Business Climate 

First-Hand Look at California Institute for Quantitative Biosciences (QB3) 

 Regis B. Kelly, Director, QB3  

 

Discussion on Science, Technology, and Business Climate 

Moderated by Keith Donnermeyer, Audit & Enterprise Risk Services, Managing Partner, Life 
Sciences, Deloitte, with: 

 Regis Kelly, Director, QB3  

 Gail Maderis, Acting CEO, BayBio and Consultant, Five Prime Therapeutics, Inc. 

 Todd Rufo, Director, Business Development, Office of Economic and Workforce 
Development, City of San Francisco 

o Panelists will discuss how this region became the epicenter of venture capitalism, how it 
is replicable, and how SF built a leading tech region of global significance. 

 

Break 

 

Travel to Meals on Wheels San Francisco 
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3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:30 – 5 p.m. 

 

Bay Area Innovations: Reinventing Educational and Social Services 

Moderated by Colleen Haggerty, Senior Vice President of Media Relations, Bank of America 
and Leadership Southern California 2009, with: 

 Catherine Dodd, Director, City and County of San Francisco Health Service System 

 Dariush Kayhan, Director of Homeless Policy, Office of Mayor Gavin Newsom, City and  
County of San Francisco 

 Francisca Sánchez, Associate Superintendent for Academics & Professional Development, 
San Francisco Unified School District 

o Panelists will give an overview of the needs in each of their fields, challenges, unique 
solutions pursued, how those efforts are working, and any limitations to those efforts. 

 
Case Study in Innovation – Meals on Wheels: Building New Social Networks to Support 
the Fastest Growing Population of Senior Citizens in the State 

 Ashley C. McCumber, Executive Director, Meals on Wheels of San Francisco, Inc.  

 

5 – 5:15 p.m. 
 

 
5:15 – 6 p.m. 
 
6 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

6:30 – 9 p.m. 
 
 
7:15 – 7:45 p.m. 

Travel back to Westin 
 
Break 
 
Travel to The Walt Disney Family Museum on the Presidio of San Francisco 
 
Dinner Reception with Leadership San Francisco and invited area community and business 
leaders, and elected officials at The Walt Disney Family Museum 
 
Welcome 

 Kevin Cottrell, Executive Director, Southern California Leadership Network  

 Richard Benefield, Executive Director, The Walt Disney Family Museum 
 
Reflections on How to Make a Difference in California  

 Martin Richards, San Francisco Market President, Bank of America  

 Secretary Karen Baker, Secretary for Service & Volunteering, State of California,  
Executive Director, CaliforniaVolunteers, and Leadership Southern California 1991  

 
8 – 9 p.m. The Power of California Innovation: The Life & Times of Walt Disney 

Exclusive Exhibit Viewing  
 

9 – 9:30 p.m. Travel back to Westin, wrap up day 
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Friday, April 30  
Focus on Water and the Bay Delta  

 

7 – 8 a.m. Group Convenes for Continental Breakfast at the Westin  
A Crisis We Can’t Ignore: California and its Waters 

 Margie Wheeler, Executive Strategist,  Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California; Member, SCLN Board of Directors; and Leadership Southern California 
2007 and Leadership L.A. 2008 

 Curt Schmutte, Principal Engineer, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

8 – 10 a.m. Depart by chartered bus for the Delta  

10 – 10:30 a.m. Arrive at town of Hood followed by Delta Cross Channel Discussion Before Travel to 
Walnut Grove 
 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Arrive Grand Island for Environmental Tour of the California Delta 

 Jeff Hart, Captain, Tule Queen 
o Group will cruise aboard the Tule Queen where we will explore the enchanting and 

diverse environment of the Sacramento - San Joaquin Delta by boat. We will learn  
about the rich natural and human history of this important region.  Specific topics 
include early Spanish and pioneer history, effects of the gold rush era, early 
settlement, farming, reclamation, plant and animal life, water issues, current 
resource and environmental problems, modern agricultural concerns, and various 
proposals for improving this region.  
 

12:30 – 2 p.m. Lunch at the Point Restaurant, Rio Vista 

2  – 2:30 p.m. Depart for Skinner Fish Facility 
 

2:30 – 4 p.m. Arrive Skinner Fish Facility  

 Eric Kassahn, Operations Manager  
o At the Skinner Fish Facility, an average of 15 million fish a year are diverted away 

from the pumps at Banks Pumping Plant and returned safely to the Delta.  
Banks Pump Plant 

o The Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant is the first pumping plant for the California 
Aqueduct and the South Bay Aqueduct. It provides the necessary fluid head 
(potential energy) for the California Aqueduct to flow for approximately 80 miles 
south past the O'Neil Forebay and the San Luis Reservoir to the Dos Amigos 
Pumping Plant.  
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4 – 6 p.m. 

 
Depart for San Francisco and wrap-up discussions on bus. 
 

6  p.m. Arrive at San Francisco Westin and Program Close 

6 – 7 p.m. Break 

7 – 9 p.m. Optional Dinner (not included in registration fee) 
 

                                     ### 




